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dinner-party last week, and thereby raised quite a storm from natives who think they should have followed the Washington code of etiquette rather than the British. Lady Susan is, if her Ladyship will excuse the expression, playing the very deuce, and Washington hostesses are getting grey."
Finally, " this problem so vexing to many hostesses " was decided. In deference to democratic feeling in America, it was resolved not to follow the custom on this point " prevalent in monarchical countries," but to " allot " to me the rank of my husband in the Diplomatic Service, and although it was noticed that I " bitterly resented such a ruling " this decision was thereafter adhered to.
Soon after our arrival in America, the Foreign Office ordered an official inspection to be made of all the British Consulates in the country, and upon my husband devolved this task. It entailed our leaving Washington on a long tour which took us from north to south, from east to west, so that we visited in turn practically all the large cities.
Now the actual fact of travelling in America is an experience I cannot appreciate. Nothing in the world equals the discomfort of it. An American sleeping-car, where a score or more of people of both sexes are boxed up for the night head and toe in curtained cubicles arranged in two tiers and divided only by a thin partition, is to me an abomination. Never shall I forget the misery of it. My nights were generally rendered sleepless by the snoring of my neighbours, then my temper for the day was ruined by frantic endeavours to dress on my bed and within the protecting folds of my curtains. We most of us know, in travelling, the discomfort of172                  ' INDISCRETIONS'
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